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Jiom Auxangabad my road lay through. Berar, which province
I traversed slowly in a palanquin in order to reach Nagpur.
Some days were spent there by me conferring with the Com-
missioner, Colonel Edward King Elliot, regarding the finances of
the Nagpur province. I then crossed the Satpura mountains,
travelling still by palanquin to Jabalpur; the road which has
since been scientifically bridged and metalled was then rugged
and difficult. The summer rains were over, the bright autumn
had set in, the foliage of the Satpura forest was gorgeous ; but
the landscape had a treacherous beauty, as it was the season
when malarious exhalations rose from the moist ground under
the sunny skies. Then crossing the Nerbadda, the most
picturesque of all Indian rivers, I reached Jabalpur, where the
finance ef the Nerbadda territories was duly examined in
concert with the local authorities.

Thence I proceeded to the Governor-General's camp which
was at Lucknow, in order to explain to Lord Canning the result
of my enquiries. He was then about to hold a ceremonial
reception for the Native chiefs of Oudh. Such a reception has
been aptly termed by an able writer " an Oriental edition of
the Field of the Cloth of gold," with marquees, pavilions,
lustrous displays of jewelry, "bellicose aspect of motley
followers " and the " fanfare of martial music." Near at hand
was the "Bailey" guard, a battered ruin attesting British
heroism, and the shattered chamber where Henry Lawrence
received his death-wound. The river Gumti flowed close by,
with a bridge of boats across it, and from the opposite bank we
saw an imposing line of tall though tasteless structures. These
were erected by the Muhammadan sovereigns in their pride, but
had recently become celebrated in relation to the defence'
whereby the small British garrison held their own against
a vast body of besiegers. I then submitted to the Govern-
ment of India my report on the financial results of combining
the province of Nagpur and the Nerbadda districts into one
jurisdiction to be called the Central Provinces, and returned to
my post in attendance on the Finance Minister, Mr. Laing.
Shortly afterwards Lord Canning issued the necessary orders